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Pastoral
A 200-year-old barn comes 

wrapped in a modern-day shell.

Por tsmouth
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T here’s nary a nail 
holding together 
Stasia and Jeff 
Anthony’s new 
house. Nor are 

there any 2x4s, bricks or steel girders.  
Yet this structure is as solid as the 
bedrock beneath it thanks to the early-
American craftsmen who used wooden 
pegs to secure the framework for this 
beautifully bucolic abode. 

“This is our retirement house, so we 
wanted something small and unique,” 
says Jeff Anthony of the 1,800-square-
foot house in Portsmouth. While the 
inside of the home dates to around 1800, 
the old structure wasn’t insulated, so the 
couple set it within a modern shell so 
that insulation could be added around 
the exterior without disrupting the 
rugged, hand-hewn surfaces within. 

Although the building was originally 
built in Ontario, Canada, neither 
Stasia, the owner of Exquisite Events in 
Newport, nor Jeff, a former partner of a 
Boston-based wealth management firm, 
were inclined to wander the Canadian 
woods looking for an old barn that might 
make a nice home. So they enlisted 
Heritage Restorations in Texas to find 
just the right one. This canted queen 
post frame with a large second-story loft 
and windowed cupola happened to be in 
the company’s storage facility in Waco. 
“Instead of pitching all the loose hay 
into the loft by hand, farmers used a hay 
hook,” explains Kevin Durkin of Heritage 
Restorations. “But they had to tilt the 
post over to accommodate it — hence the 
canted queen post barn. 

“These are the original heavy rafters 
— long, 40-foot beams that run the length 
of the building,” he continues. “It’s very 
unusual to have one stretch of wood that 
long. That’s one tree, cut down, hauled 
out by an ox and hand-cut in a straight 

The barn’s rustic post-and-beam 
construction is echoed in an 

Argentinian dining table, while a 
river rock chimney towers over the 

adjoining living room. 
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line, then built on-site.” 
Hemlock, Durkin notes, was more 

valued for its bark than its wood. “The 
bark was taken to the tannery to make 
leather, while the farmers took the wood 
left behind to make barns and houses.”

While the Anthonys waited for their 
Colonial castoff to be shipped to Rhode 
Island, Durkin created a tabletop version 
of the house for the couple to play with. 
They even used doll furniture to make 
sure everything fit. Then, one cold, snowy 
winter day two years ago, Durkin’s crew 
arrived to erect the barn’s bones, and the 
Anthonys’ retirement dream started to 
become a reality. 

It only took a week to assemble the 
barn, but more than a year to complete 
the surrounding house. “People think 
we’re crazy, but we’re connected to this 
place,” says Jeff. “We didn’t know it at the 
time, but we were cutting edge.” 

Peter Raposa of PJR Construction 
built the envelope around that 
historic framework and dealt with 
the repercussions of time. “This 
was a 200-plus-year-old barn, so 
understandably, everything was slightly 
crooked,” he admits. “There was not one 
nail holding it together; it was just posts 
with wooden pegs. So we had to build 
a relatively straight, level house around 
a crooked barn frame. It was a difficult 
project, but I enjoyed it.”

Everything from the pine 
floorboards and hemlock pantry 
shelving to the stairways and fireplace 
mantel were fabricated using 
repurposed wood from the original 
structure. “Whatever wood was available 
on the farm at the time it was built was 
used in this barn,” Anthony says. “We 
tried to be ecologically sustainable and 
keep it consistent.” 

Energy efficiency was paramount 
to the Anthonys, so the four-bedroom 
home was heavily insulated to retain 
heat. The six-over-six double-pane 
windows were kept relatively small, 
Energy Star appliances dominate Stasia’s 
French country–inspired kitchen 
(designed by Apex Kitchens & Baths), 
and a large fireplace was lined with 
soapstone instead of brick to radiate 
warmth. “We were concerned about heat 
this winter, so we wanted this fireplace 

Large-scale furnishings suit the soaring proportions of the living 
room, whose king and queen posts are joined with pegs.
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Posies nestle in the farmhouse sink.

 A Lacanche range and pine-covered 
hood dominate the French country 

kitchen, whose cabinets were painted 
a custom color that Apex Kitchens & 
Baths now refers to as “Stasia Blue.”
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to be the centerpiece,” says Jeff. The 
dominant feature in the living room, it’s 
where they always gather with family 
and friends to discuss everything from 
recipes, events and fi nance to major life 
debates. “The stone and wood go great 
together,” Jeff says.

The couple’s master suite is 
conveniently located on the main fl oor, 
while another suite on the basement 
level allows access to the yard that the 
couple hopes their daughter will use 
when she returns from working abroad. 
Two guest bedrooms and a bathroom, as 
well as a cozy reading area, are nestled 
under the upstairs eaves overlooking the 
wide-open living and dining rooms. 

Stasia’s mix of new, existing and 
vintage pieces conjures the relaxed, 
rustic vibe of European country living. 
The Old World charm of the Lacanche 
range set the tone for the kitchen. (“The 

TOP The first-floor master suite 
includes exposed beams and 
restored pine flooring. 

LEFT Stasia and Jeff Anthony 
relax on the back deck, which 
faces their 1.5-acre yard.
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blue/gray enamel reminded me of a 
French country home,” she notes.) Other 
elements quickly slipped into place 
after that, including the honeycomb 
backsplash tile. 

An antique Argentinian dining 
table anchors the entertaining space, 
while new linen fabric rejuvenates the 
neighboring wing chairs. Chandeliers 
salvaged from their previous houses 
found a new home here, and Stasia 
targeted estate sales for the iron wine 
rack and bar trolley in the entry.

Throughout the home, unique 
wrought-iron railings, restored wood 
corbels and knotty pine floorboards 
transport you back to 19th-century 
America, when everything was 
handmade. Even artwork collected 
from the couple’s travels is a nod to 
Americana, with farm scenes and still life 
paintings dotting the walls and stairwell. 

“From the outside, you’d never 
guess this is what’s inside,” says Jeff. 
“But it’s a fun house to live in. The 
wood groans as the humidity comes and 
goes. And the weathervane squeaks as it 
rotates. It’s unique.” 

The old barn is encased in a 
new shell that sports board 
and batten siding and a 
recycled aluminum roof.

Barn doors add an appropriately agrarian touch to the kitchen. 




