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The Big

Small
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A seemingly straightforward
historic renovation is anything but.

ike so many other historic homes in Newport, this Point
property has a familiar story. Overhauled every century
of its life, it could have been a testament to good bones
and thoughtful early American design. That is what its
future owners thought when they saw it for sale two years
ago. Forlorn and in need of their TLC less than a block
from the harbor, it would be the perfect space for Sarah
Bullock and Brady Schofield to settle back into Newport
life with their daughters attending St. George’s School.
Well at least the latter was right. Built in the 1760s,
the post-and-beam colonial was relocated in the 1850s to its current spot,
welcomed separate additions in the 1920s and 1980s and was converted
into a two-family rental in the 1970s. And like many rental houses in this
city, its maintenance was forgotten while decades of summer and college
tenants allowed its historic character to deteriorate. So when the Bullock
Schofield family purchased the property and permanently relocated back
(continued on p.52)
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Poolside
A pergola and seating area connect the main house to the pool house, which once was a two-story garage
and now also serves as a small guesthouse. It provides a welcoming space for the family to relax and
reconnect during the summer or entertain friends and family.

(continued from p.51)

to the area after living in Florida, they set
to their apparently simple renovation.
In hindsight it’s no surprise that they
got more than they bargained for. “We
knew it needed some work, but given its
size, we felt we were up to the
challenge,” says Bullock,
an interior decorator
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with experience in multiple renovation
projects. “But once we began opening up
the walls, we realized pretty quickly that
very little was salvageable and our small
renovation turned into a total demo and
rebuild.”
Compromised by extensive
water damage, bug infestation,
sagging floors and deflecting
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structural beams, “a majority of the interior
walls and posts needed to be removed
in order to meet current building code
and to allow for a layout that functioned
well for a family of four,” says Architect
Chris Arner, who designed the space and
shepherded the home through its recent
facelift. “Though the original goal was to
limit the interior renovations, it was clear

The Team
Chris Arner
Behan Brothers Construction
Behan Electric
Camera O’Neill Engineers
Cemat Contracting
J&S Roofing
Dynamic Air Systems
Humphrey’s Kitchen and Bath
Parkes Painting
Flint Audio Video
Soundview Millworks
Wood and Wire
All Island Landscaping
Aquidneck Pools
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Down Under
“The house had a dark and, according to Chris, terrifying
basement with a damp dirt floor,” Bullock says. “So being able
to dig down helped us transform this otherwise unusable
space and made a big impact on the project. The girls now
have their own space to enjoy and entertain their friends.”

this would be a very big small project.”
And so it was. The entire first floor framing system was
removed and the basement was excavated 12 inches to accommodate
new steel beams and wood floor joists to support the building’s
weight, Arner says. Interior walls were removed while the
exterior structure remained intact, meaning the house was
essentially rebuilt from the inside out. What once was a first
floor of small individual rooms became an open layout with
each room leading to the next. “Like most homes, the kitchen
is the heart, so we like that you can see the living and dining
room altogether, nothing formal or fancy,” says Bullock.
“Standing at the kitchen sink, you can now see the backyard
and all the way to the front of the house, so everyone is
connected.”
Working closely
with the Historic
District Commission
and accepting
recommendations,
the team added
new historicallyaccurate wood
windows as a nod
to the home’s
past, while siding
and the roof were
replaced. Insulation
filled in empty
walls where there
was none before,
which Arner says is
common in
(continued on p.54)
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Closet Comforts
The couple initially requested a small guest room
upstairs. But once they realized that meant they had
to sacrifice a palatial walk-in closet, “the guest room
turned back into a master closet and everyone was
happy again,” Bullock says.

(continued from p.53)

colonial homes. The 1980s deck and
enclosed porch were removed and
replaced with a small covered porch,
mudroom and landscaping. The remainder
of that addition kept that room distanced
from the main part of the home, “so to
force us to use it, we kept the kitchen
and living room TV-free and made that
back room into a TV room,” she says. “We
added a pocket door too, and converted an
old laundry room into a full bath so the
TV room also serves as a guest room.”
The staircase, originally near the front
door, was pushed back to the middle of the
house to create a more open and welcoming
entry, as well as to expand the master suite
directly above it on the second floor. The
master is now bright and airy, with an en
suite bath and walk-in closet fit for a king.
Bedrooms for daughters Amelia, 16, and
Julia, 15, are sequestered at the back, just
as they like it.
“The project certainly took up more
bandwidth than originally planned so by
the time color palettes and design came
into play, we wanted to keep it simple,”
Bullock says. A breezy, coastal casual style
now permeates the whole home, where

54

Newport Life Magazine.com | Home 2017

white walls with hints of blue throughout
the main floor provide a neutral background.
Since Schofield, president of Neptune
Trading in Middletown, is a former
member of the Board of Trustees at the
Newport Art Museum, local art from artists
like Jeremy Miranda, Tom Deininger
and Diana Gay grace the walls. It can be
hard to resist the urge to fill every nook
and cranny, she says, but since the couple
travels extensively, “I know we will be
grateful to be able to collect memories and
fill those spaces as we go.” They also didn’t
insist on pursuing symmetry with the
design, which would have been challenging
with crooked 200-year-old beams. So

Bullock says, “There was nothing methodical
about my decorating process. Really the
goal was to utilize furnishings we had and
add elements of relaxed, simple living,
nothing pretentious or fussy. It is pleasing
to the eye, practical and comfortable.”
Indeed, that’s exactly what this historic
home as become, likely a reflection of what
it once was in its 18th century heyday. “We
have moved around a lot over the years,
and renovated several properties, but we
are not in a hurry to move on this time,”
Bullock says. “We have lived in larger more
formal homes, but this one feels just right
for our family now. We have not even been
here a year but it really feels like home.”

