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Neutral furnishings and whitewashed
walls are the perfect template for the
Bauer family living room. Even their
Jack Russell Terrier, Ollie, is right
at home.

mid-century penny and vinyl record. A pair of children’s moccasins.
These treasures were found in the walls when Whitney and Bob
Bauer of Portsmouth, and their college-aged sons, Ford and Nick,
began interior demolition of their 1200-square-foot Newport home.
Built in the 1940s, the yellow vinyl-sided, one-story ranch was situated near Braga Park in the perfect neighborhood to accommodate
their overflow guests or future downsizing goals.
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“We chose not to do upper cabinets
They just had to get down
to the studs first. So over
the course of four months,
they removed all the interior
walls, floors and ceilings,
creating a blank slate for
local architect Chris Arner
to bring to life the family’s
vision for simplicity. “With
such a small house, we
wanted to use every inch
to the best effect,” says Bob
Bauer, publisher at SAIL
magazine. “At the same time,
we wanted to make it as open
and interesting and sunny as
possible.”
Whitney Bauer’s bungalow inspiration, with
black aluminum windows,
vertical board and batten
siding helped guide the style
conversations and decisions
to achieve a minimalist look
throughout. Arner designed
an open floor plan where
the kitchen, dining and
living rooms all flow into
each other, and guests are
welcomed into this warm,
inviting space the moment
they walk through the front
door.
With an open canvas,
Arner relocated rooms from
their original locations, like
replacing the unused and
dilapidated garage to make
room for the new kitchen.
A striking peaked dormer
and big picture windows
overlook the park, bringing
the outside in and tying the
whole thing together. “The
kitchen was our biggest design challenge because of
(continued on p. 44)

to keep the space from closing
in, and tried to focus on lighting
and windows to make the space
feel bigger than it actually is.”
— Homeowner Bob Bauer

The kitchen is a study
in simple whites, with
no upper cabinets
to increase airiness
throughout and a striking
peaked dormer window
that adds overhead
dimension.
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(continued from p. 43 )
the limited space,” says Bauer.
“We chose not to do upper
cabinets to keep the space from
closing in, and tried to focus on
lighting and windows to make
the space feel bigger than it
actually is. We used large, deep
drawers to accommodate
storage needs.”
They also removed the
ceilings and attic in favor of
soaring cathedral ceilings to
add dramatic height to the
one-story home. In fact, it’s
hard not to look up when you’re
standing anywhere on the main
floor, as the prominent ceilings
demand attention. “Typically
you wouldn’t see something like
this in a ranch house,” explains
Arner. But it was worth the
work, especially since they created a back-of-the-house staging
area with laundry and a powder
room to accommodate storage
needs.
Conscious of the budget, they
invested in areas of the home
that increased its value. Targeting that goal, all the windows
and doors were replaced, adding
energy efficiency, and an extra
skylight allows more sunlight
to penetrate inside, says Bauer.
The front and back porches
were chief among the additions,
and are a central focal point
(continued on p. 46 )

The new front porch is
a great focal point, with
amazing curb appeal.

“With such a small house, we wanted to use every inch to the
best effect. At the same time, we wanted to make it as open and
interesting and sunny as possible.”
— Homeowner Bob Bauer
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A crisp guest bedroom, with minimal
furnishings, is a welcoming respite.
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when you approach from the street. “I loved this
project because designing small houses is always
a challenge. There’s not a lot of wiggle room, so
you need to make all the points work together,”
says Arner. “In a small footprint, you want to
make a dramatic space, with as much style as we
could, with curb appeal.”
Whitney Bauer’s free-of-clutter aesthetic
applied to the interior design as well. She
whitewashed the walls, both inside and out,
chose a neutral laminate for the flooring and
has decorated with minimal furnishings so she’s
not constantly tidying up. “There’s not a lot to
it,” explains Arner. “We tried not to overthink
everything, just wanted to keep it simple and
clean.” Now that the project is complete, the
Bauer family is happy with the final result, and
are making it their own treasure in Newport.
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(Left) The central kitchen island is
the prime spot for everyone to
congregate over a light snack or
cocktail, while the dining space (right)
hosts more formal meals.

The Team
Chris Arner Architect
Sound Building Corp.
Riverhead Building Supply
Parvo’s Paints
Jessica Hagen Fine Art
+ Design
Cottage & Garden
Paint colors:
Benjamin Moore Soft
Chamois (kitchen and
living room),
Intense White (bedrooms),
Wickham Grey (bathroom)
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